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tion meant lower prices, lower prices meant a re-entry into
foreign markets. He begged that the loophole to prosperity
should be widened and that British manufacturers should
study their markets in particular and opportunities in
general.
* Captain Eden ', says The Times > ' was equally restrained
in his demands for State action, adding only a plea for the
extension of fiscal preference to tinned fruits and the
development of voluntary preference through the marketing
and research work of the Empire Marketing Board/ His
statistics were better, he compared exports with equivalent
exports. * In discussing these figures I may be told that I
am pushing at an open door *—which, in his attempt to
avoid controversy, was roughly what he was doing. But in
addition to appreciating the present we had to visualize the
future. The possibilities of Empire trade could only be dis-
covered by the recognition of immediate responsibilities
towards it. Only once did he lapse into the endless con-
troversy. The Empire Marketing Board he saw as the most
effectual answer which we can make to the preferential
tariffs which the Dominions gave to us. * The fiscal tradition
of this country—an antiquated tradition, perhaps, some of
us may think—makes it impossible to give the tariff assist-
ance that some of us would wish, but the reply of the Empire
Marketing Board we hope will be of real service to the
Dominions and to ourselves.'
In 1928 Eden saw American trade as a danger rather than
as an opportunity. ' Unless I am very much mistaken the
capacity of the United States to absorb the products produced
within their borders has just about reached saturation point.'
It was not open to us to fortify solely by our action the
Dominion market against this potential onslaught, but the
Colonies were ours to protect. Accordingly c a cardinal factor
in the Conservative creed * must be to do all that lies in our
power to develop our Colonial resources. Some of his pleas
for Imperial kiss-in-the-ring were more haphazard. A par-

